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partment President
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Happy Thanksgiving
From the Department Line Officers & Chairmen

Message from the President

Reminder: Fall Conference Program Presentations Start Time 9:00 a.m.
Saturday November 19th (See Attachment E-mail for Flyer)
Includes Parade of Transmittals

Armistice Day or Veterans Day
November 11, observed in the United States in honor of veterans of the armed services

and in commemoration of the armistice that ended World War I in 1918. In 1954 it was
renamed from Armistice Day and given the added significance of honoring veterans.

What are you doing for our VA Hospitals this Christmas?

1. iTunes Gift Cards 5. Phone Calling Cards
2. Music Cd’s 6. Sugarless See’s Candy
3. Movie DVD’s 7. Video Games

4. Sports Equipment 8. Radios

IMAGINE every Auxiliary member in AZ buying just one such gift! 9000 Christmas
gifts for our three VA Hospitals! WOW! The time to plan is now!
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Suzie Gleason, Chaplain  928-855-0627 suzieg@frontiernet.net

The Lord will guide you always, he will satisfy your needs, and strengthen your frame.

DECEASED SISTERS
549  Betty Shoemikis
549  Betty Sucharzewski
549  Gilda Kennedy
1796 Gloria Swanson
7061 Betty Paulsen

7400 Lona Varner

8053 Jessica Chatwell
9401 Shirley Flatt

10005 Doris “Patty” Jones
10005 Donna Laird

SISTERS WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
40 Sue Dorn Brother

40 Ann Dingman Son

40 Bonnie Viggiano Brother

1677 Janice Van Meter Brother

1796 Gerri Grover Father
3713 Coralie Phipps Daughter
3713 Audie Cordova Mother

3715 Mary Ann Ortman  Husband
3715 Cynthia Borcheret  Sister

7968 Jae Richards Friend
9401 Esther Jackson Friend
9833 Lori Carnell Mother-in-Law

9833 Lottt Helmbrecht Brother

GET WELL

549  Lucille Lombardo

720 Jill Wolfenbarger Dianne Heath Pat Hobine Candee R O’Connor Evelyn Tremont
6306 Laura (Lee) Wilson

6739 Shirley Menkee

7400 Shirley Cotton Ann Mark Kathryn Newnan

7968  Arlys Gowan Samee Kness Darlene Tryon Sue Bartell Carol Bergquist Lynetta Barr
8053 Ruby Lebsack RuthMayer Diane Veine

9399 Amy Timbes

9833  Alice Brehaut Linda Cary Beth Rosie E. Rodriguez

9400 Phyllis Herman Patricia Smith

9401 Sandy MacNevin Sissy Trowbridge

10188 Florence Reed Corabelle Lane
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Debi Rankin to Represent National
At Fall Conference/Hospital Banquet

DEBI RANKIN, Apache Junction, Arizona
NATIONAL DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER, #15

Ladies Auxiliary VFW

Debi Rankin of Apache Junction, Ariz., was elected to represent Ari-
zona and New Mexico on the National Council of Administration,
which governs the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars
between National Conventions.

Installed at the 98™ National Convention in San Antonio, Texas, she will serve a two-year term as
one of 28 representatives who make up the Council along with the top seven National Officers,
the National Chief of Staff, and the four Junior Past National Presidents.

A member of Superstition Mountain Ladies Auxiliary #9399, she is eligible through her husband,
Bob, who served in the United States Navy during the Korean War.

Debi has served the organization in several capacities including Auxiliary, District and Depart-
ment President. She currently holds the office of Auxiliary Treasurer. In her spare time she en-
joys traveling, computer work, arts & crafts and gardening.

Debi’s family includes husband Bob, two daughters, who are both members, and eight grandchil-
dren.
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Getting Public Information Out!

How are your promotions going? Do you have a great local newspaper, radio or T.V. station that
lets you publicize your programs? Well, we have a new tool on our website that will show them
how much you appreciate what they are doing for you. It is called a “Communication Award”.
You can find it on our website under Program Info. Print this up put it in a frame and present it to
the Editor or Station Manager and I’ll bet that they will be more cooperative and very apprecia-
tive.

We also have the “Publicity Guide” on the website. It is quite long, but you can read it online.

Program chairman, most Auxiliaries do not have a Publicity chairman, so this is your responsibil-
ity to publicize your programs. Please get us out in the paper.

Most of you are having your Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen awards this
month. Take pictures and write a little story and submit it to your local newspa-
pers.

I know that we appreciate all of your hard work, show the community how “Our
Veterans Inspire Us to Excellence” and our “Unwavering Support for Our Uncom-
mon Heroes.




Veterans and Family Support

Deanna Pritchard, Chairman
lavfw9400@yahoo.com 602-377-3763

Have You Planned A
Veterans’ Day Buddy Poppy Campaign
All proceeds from Poppy distributions go to the Auxiliary Relief Fund

Q. What can be the Relief Fund be used for?

A. Members needing financial assistance, all National Home obligations, hos-
pital work for veterans, V&FS work, National Cancer Aid & Research, to
perpetrate the memory of deceased veteran, and to foster true patriotism
through historical and educational programs i.e. VOD, PP, and Patriotic
Art.
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22 M TAKING A SWING AGAINST VETERANS MEMORY LOSS!

Life in The

US HiiLrrary
S MLTARY

S

A Special Christmas Gift for a Veteran with Memory Loss

A Book for Veterans
with Memory Loss

Go To: http://www.lifeintheusmilitary.com/

Continuing Education Scholarship
Application Included with Attachments
Under Separate E-mail
Deadline to National February 15, 2012
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BIG HELLO TEAM ARIZONA,

I see some of you are working hard on the Grand Slam. Hopefully most of us will have First
Base and Second Base done by the end of November. First Base is $10.00 to the National
Home Maintenance Tribute Park Fund. Second Base is $50.00 to the VA Hospital.

Now Third Base; send $200.00 to the National Military Services. Make sure that you send
this one into National Headquarters, ear-marked “NMS” so that you get your Certificate
from them. Remember you can use your Relief Fund for this donation.

Thank you to those who have been in touch with me about The Grand Slam. I would like to
make it easier to get a hold of me. My new cell is 480-381-1532. Your questions and com-
ments are always welcome. Hope to see everyone at the Fall Conference. Bring your Game
Face!!!!

Susan Dorn
Department President's Special Project Chairman
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AMERICANISM-PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR

I want to thank each and every one for wearing their TEARDROP STICKER during the month of
September. Your dedication to educate all citizens to get involved in the Suicide Awareness
Program has been overwhelming. A new resource website that can be visited in support for
those individuals who suffer from PTSD and is manned by Medal of Honor Recipients.
www.medalofhonorspeakout.org

The United States Congress created the Veterans Oral History Project as part of the American
Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. They are to collect, preserve, and make accessible
the personal accounts of American war veterans so that future generations may hear directly
from veterans and better understand the realities of war. The Library of Congress in
Washington D.C. has requested that all veterans either audio or videotape record their
memories of service to our country. We all have veterans within our communities whose
stories are too important to be lost. By taking part in the Veterans History Project you are
contributing to the permanent collections of the Library of Congress. When you participate, you
are making history. Let’sall STEP UP and MAKE HISTORY. You can download a Field Kit,
which gives you guidelines for conducting interviews. www.loc.gov/vets

Another way to STEPUP & MAKE HISTORY is to go the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund at
www.vvmf.org/the wall , and click on “PUT A FACE WITH A NAME”. This organization is looking

to acquire a picture of every person whose name appears on the Vietnam Wall in Washington,
D.C.

THE POCKET FLAG PROJECT: Folding Flags for Freedom. The objective is to get as many Pocket
Flags as we can into the hands of our military personnel on the front lines. We want them to

know that we care and are in our thoughts and prayers. Simply search “Pocket Flag Project” for
more information.

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS DO YOU REMEMBER?

PARADE REST: The left foot is moved slightly to the side while bringing the arms to the small of
the back. Clasp the left thumb in the right hand. The head is bowed slightly during the prayer.

ATTENTION: Attention in the Ladies Auxiliary VFW means hands at side; head up with eyes
looking straight ahead.




TEAM ARIZONA

Cancer Aide & Research

Department Chairman—Debi Rankin

rankindebi@aol.com 480-982-0648

Sisters:
OK — Team Arizona — we are now in the 7" Inning — HOME STRECH!!!!

Stand up and stretch those arms and legs! Now that the blood is flowing — we are
now half way to wining this goal of $3,000,000 for Research — but you can’t stop
now. Hoist those bat’s in the air over your shoulder and aim for a Home Run!

Name the 10 most common types of cancer — challenge everyone you know to do
the same — have them provide a Dollar for each guess (see below for the answer).

EXICITING NEWS ON CANCER GRANTS:

While attention the Council of Administration Meeting at our Lovely National
President’s Home Coming — the Council approved a change in Cancer Grants. All
Grants will be processed at $550.00 per grant, allowing 2 grants in a Life Time!!
Please remind your sisters that they must be current with membership.

So you see — if you make a game of raising money for CA&R — it can be fun!! Be-
fore you know it you will have exceeded the challenge of $8.00 per member — it
really is not that difficult! SO get out there and Hit a Home RUN!!!

“Step Up — Leave No Veteran Behind” while “Our Veterans Inspire Us to Excel-
lence”

Always in our Lord’s love and grace,
Debi Rankin

EE: Non Melanoma-skin, Lung, Breast, Prostate, Colorectal, Bladder, Melanoma,
Non Hodgkin Lymphoma, Kidney and Leukemia

NOTE: Bring Gamble against Cancer Donations to Fall Conference! Chair-
man will be there to accept ...........




VAVS HOSPITAL
Coach Cathy Seippel
602-332-1253

Hello sisters,

As you know our Hospital is one of our most important programs and it is also
part of our Grand Slam. Just imagine the biggest inning ever! We are all up to
bat sisters, by hitting a Grand Slam we will score big time for AZ.

All we have to do now is turn in our hospital hours to our VFW Ladies and the
Military of the Cooties Auxiliary, some of the information is reportable to one
Organization but not the other one so I have included some information on re-
porting as separate pages in this issue of Pin Points, also if you have any ques-
tions please call me at 602-332-1253.

I hope to see you all at Fall Conference, please bring your questions and ideas on
how we can better support our veterans. I will be setting up a display of exam-
ples of some of the things we can take to the VA Hospitals; some of the smallest
things really make them very happy.

It is not too early to start thinking about what you yourself and/or your Ladies
Auxiliary can do for our hospitalized veterans at Christmas; we will also be talk-
ing about this at Fall Conference.

The Prescott VA Christmas Party is Saturday December 17" at 12:00 PM, the
Tucson VA Christmas Party is Saturday December 17" at 12:00 PM and the
Phoenix VA Christmas Party is Tuesday December 20™ at 12:00 PM., try to at-
tend one and meet our veterans, to many of our veterans even just visiting means
more than you can imagine. T

Poor Barney is sick!
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Legislative Program
Chairman Stephanie Morris
home: 520-452-0741 cell: 520-559-9430 email: steff.morris@gmail.com

Those who DON'T vote are the ones that really change an election!
There are no unimportant elections.

There are currently three Alerts on the VFW Website. I have previously forwarded
these via email alerts, but they warrant a second look, if you didn’t take action the
first time, do so this time:

Stop Congress From Passing America’s Debt Onto Veterans

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is absolutely against recent proposals in Congress to cut or eliminate 10

benefits affecting military members, veterans and their families in an effort to balance the federal budget. This “10
for 10” plan — to cut 10 specific benefits to pay for 10 years of war — is a breach of faith with America’s military
and veteran families.

While the nation must make difficult fiscal decisions, programs and benefits provided to veterans and military fami-
lies were prepaid in full through their honorable service and sacrifice. America’s all-volunteer military has shoul-
dered a multi-theater war all by themselves for almost 10 years. They did so without question, and often with tre-
mendous sacrifice to themselves and their families. To ask these same men and women to sacrifice more is simply
unconscionable.

Please add your voice to ours by writing your member of Congress today to urge him or her to vocally oppose pro-
posals to cut or eliminate benefits for service members, veterans and their loved ones.

Support Veterans' Employment and Training Bill

Senate Veterans Affairs' Committee Chairman Patty Murray (D-WA) and Congressman Sanford Bishop (D-GA),
Ranking Member on the House Appropriations' Subcommittee on Military Construction and VA have introduced
legislation that would aggressively combat unemployment rates for veterans. The Hiring Heroes Act of 2011 is a top
priority for the VFW.

S. 951 and H.R. 1941 would require VA, DOD, and the Department of Labor to identify gaps between military train-
ing skills and civilian licensure and credentialing. It also makes Transition Assistance Program (TAP) classes man-
datory for all separating service members, and provides veterans an additional 24 months under VA's Vocational
Rehabilitation and Education program.

Urge President to Restore POW/MIA Mission Funding

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is absolutely against a Defense Department plan to pare back POW/MIA
mission funding and personnel, which also goes against White House recommendations, too. The VFW is joined by
the leaders of seven other veterans' and POW/MIA family organizations.

Please add your voice to ours by writing President Obama today to urge him to restore funding and personnel to the
U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs, and to protect the proposed budgets of the Joint POW/MIA Account-
ing Command.

Our nation’s fullest possible accounting mission is a sacred obligation to never leave a fallen service member behind.
There is no compromise in fulfilling that mission.

Take Action

To take action on these alerts click on the link: http://capwiz.com/vfw/issues/?style=D& Then click on the Alert
you wish to take action on and you will be able to send an already prepared message that you can edit, if you wish, to
your senators and congressman or to the President for POW/MIA Mission Funding.

I urge everyone to take action on these alerts. Also forward these to family, friends, and those in your community.

If we don’t care enough to take action on these issues — Who will?
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MEMBERSHIP

By Department Membership Chairman
Mary C. Salisbury
Phone: 928-706-4044 '

mcsalisbury@npgcable.com ' m

A “BIG HELLO” Sisters!!!

TEAM ARIZONA ROCKS
ing the 7" inning stretch. Focus on our goal of 100% by December 31, 2011.

November is Recruitment Month! Our motto this month is Recruit and Reinstate!! Opening
doors, that’s what we are all about this year.

Have you tried to contact the Family Readiness Group in your area? The Family Readiness Group
(FRGQG) is an officially command-sponsored organization of family members, volunteers, and Soldiers
belonging to a unit, that together provide an avenue of mutual support and assistance, and a network
of communications among the family members, the chain of command, and community resources.
Find out when FRG regular meetings are held in your community and ask if you can set up a mem-
bership table. Work with your VFW Comrades and your Men’s Auxiliary to hold a Joint Member-
ship Drive.

Here are some tools to assist you with recruitment and reinstatement efforts:

Have LAVFW applications with you at all times

FACTS sheets (available free from National Headquarters)

Recruitment booth/tables (work with your VFW) within and outside the Post

Personal communication with your members (we are losing way too many continuous members)
Life Membership payments can now be made in installments

Don’t forget to wear that “BIG HELLO” smile!!!

More Tools can be found on our website

It’s our goal to Step Up, Leave No Veteran... or family member.... Behind. In that regard, we must
make a special effort with those sisters who are declining to renew membership due to illness or fi-
nancial difficulties. Find out what the problem is: Cancer? We don't want to drop them if they are
eligible for a Grant. Has the Auxiliary considered paying their dues from the Relief Fund because of
illness or financial problems? Then follow up. Ask a friend in the Auxiliary to keep in contact with
them and update the Auxiliary. Let those sisters know that the Auxiliary will not just "drop" them!
And we are here to support them... !!!

From now until December 31, 2011, your Auxiliary can earn cash awards from Department and Na-
tional. Your Presidents, Treasurers and Membership Chairmen can earn a Night On The Town dur-
ing Winter Conference (see flier for details). This year we need to focus on maintaining our strength
as an organization and to accomplish this we need to reach our goals.

Keep working, don’t stop, have fun, SEND PICTURES. Keep laughter in your heart for that will be
the KEY to OPENING DOORS for your “BIG HELLO” Campaign. Thank you for everything you
are doing ...........

OUR VETERANS INSPIRE US TO EXCELLENCE

STEP UP - LEAVE NO VETERAN BEHIND
PinPoints Article No. 4: November 2011
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2012 Annual Dues Notice

Now is the time you can help our veterans, by paying your 2012 dues. By remain-

ing a member of this great organization, you help our veterans through our legisla-

tive causes. Our membership numbers count when we go before our legislators in
Washington, D.C. Thank you for helping a veteran by paying your dues today.

To Date Winners of a Night on the Town with Pebbles -President/Treasurer/
Membership Chairman's from Auxiliaries 1709-2357-2364-9907-9977 Picture left
to right receiving her Dino the Dinosaur 100% Membership Pin are Linda Frost
AUX 9977, President Pebbles, and District 7 President Stephanie Morris - Deadline
& Goal for winning Night on the Town is 100% by December 31, 2011

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Does your Auxiliary need help? There is no fault in asking for help!

The fault lies in silencing your mouth and NOT asking! Pebbles

Eaciiing oy 0o
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90%

86.57%

80%

55% by August 31, 2011
65% by September 30, 2011

Is your Auxiliary/District at 65%?

75% by October 31, 2011
85% By November 30, 2011
100% by December 31, 2011
105% by January 31, 2012

TOPS IN THE NATION!

ALASKA 94.19%

UTAH 92.04%

CALIFORNIA 88.78%

OREGON 86.76%
ARIZONA 86.57%
THE WEST IS BEST!

HI! I’m Dino the Dinosaur—And I
am the 2011-12 Membership Pin!
Earn me please......

Win a Night on the Town with Madam Pebbles

Flier attachment to follow....

DUES INCREASE EXPECTED IN JANUARY 2012
PAY NOW TO AVOID PAYING MORE LATER




EXTENSION
CHIEF OF STAFF, MARGE BELL
623-251-4441 or 602-633-2872

IT’S YOUR TURN TO STEP UP AND WIN “ONE” FOR YOUR TEAM

It is a sad day for me when I hear that an Auxiliary is getting ready to give up their
Charter for lack of participation, when all you have to do is ask for help. There are
many ladies who are willing and able to support and help our Veterans and their
families.

Isn’t this what attracted you to join in the first place? I have been a member close to
30 years. It was and 1s my privilege to serve our Veteran’s. Some gave their all and
have not returned home. Those who have returned.....need us!. If you are having a
hard time as an auxiliary, we are here to help. That’s what families do. ASK!

Do you remember when you joined, and the first sister who welcomed you to this
elite group of ladies? I still remember the names and faces of my mentors and still
tell them thank you for showing me how to be a good auxiliary member. Our fam-
ily is like any other, we all learn by showing and teaching each other all the great

things that we do.

It is a privilege for me and others to help you retain, reinstate and recruit new mem-
bers that will strengthen your auxiliary. All you have to do is ask. Send up that
RED FLAG. Let us know what you need and we can show you how, where and
when we can help. Your auxiliary will only get stronger and grow as any family
can, but you must work to make this happen.

Use the tools that are there for you. By-Laws and Ritual are there as a guide line,
keep them close and use them. We have many experience and talented Officers and
yes, Members who are willing to give you guidance. Our sources are unlimited,
and what we offer is knowledge and experience. You all are important to our Vet-
erans and their Families, but you need to keep on doing what we have been doing
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Voice of Democracy—Patriot’s Pen—State Scholarship
Department Team Captain - Sharon Ashby-Robinson - ashbyrob@frontiernet.net
National Director - Bernadette Botbyl

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY & PATRIOTS PEN

Step 7

OK - Your deadline is past and you have your entries for both contests. You
should already have lined up your judges and if not, find them fast. Set a
date for judging and have your auxiliary provide refreshments, if judging is
done at your post. Make as many copies of the judging forms as you will
need and be prepared to answer any questions the judges may have.

Make sure not to let them leave without giving you all their contact informa-
tion. Ask if they are veterans who could qualify for the post, or if they have
anyone who could qualify them for the auxiliary. NEVER forget MEMBER-
SHIP!!

Step 8

Recognize and thank everyone who has participated. All teachers and
judges should receive commendation certificates as soon as possible. Visit
the teachers one last time with them, and the others, wherever you think
appropriate. Certificates are available from National or you can make your
own with most any computer art program. First placers should receive
plaques if possible.

Your awards for the students should be done at a school assembly, even if
there is not one until May. However, the students should be notified of how
they placed as soon as judging is over. If you wish to have a dinner or party
at your post for them, you can wait and let them know that way, as long as
you don’t delay past early December.

Let the first place winners know the date and place of the VOD Banquet
and be prepared to attend. (Casa Grande - Jan. 15, 2011) Tell their par-
ents also and let them know the post will be getting them a room if neces-
sary, and their dinner tickets.

Step 9
Get your winning entries to the district chairmen by Nov. 16, at midnight.

Sharon Ashby-Robinson

“Step Up - Leave No Veteran Behind”




Youth Activities

Coach Chrissy Harlan
viwkidsrus@gmail.com

(520) 219-1184

November; the month for Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Football
and VETERANS IN THE CLASSROOM.

Get your Post involved in your local schools. Get together with mem-
bers of your Post to brainstorm ways to participate. Promoting citizen-
ship education in schools is an important goal for the VFW, and there are
many programs you can plan and present in schools with your Post.

Here are just a few ideas:

* Gr a2l Beach tKe students the Pledge of Allegiance and presgnt

them an “I Learned the Pledge of Allegiance” certificate.

« Gr ahlReading of Ten Short Flag Stories and Flag Education
gram. These items can be found on the Ladies Auxiliary Department
website and/or purchased from the VFW Store.

e Grades 6 and higher: Living
military service and experiences in war. Also consider Flag education
programs for these age groups. Remember, the week of Veterans Day is
“National Veterans Awareness” week in the schools.

In everything you do, work closely with your Post.

STEP UP, get out of the locker room, off the bench, and score a touch-
down with Veterans in the Classroom.

Pro-

Hi

St
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This & That Page

National HQ Ladies Auxiliary
Account Activation

Some areas of the Ladies Auxiliary VFW website are for our members
only. If you have not yet activated your account, please click this link
https://www.ladiesauxviw.org/login.html and be prepared to provide
the following information:

Name

Email Address

Auxiliary Number

Zip Code

Ladies Auxiliary Member 1D

= =4 —a —a A

Your account becomes active upon completion of the account setup
process. If you do not have an email address, you can obtain one from

a free service. There are many services available and the Ladies Auxil-
iary National Headquarters does not recommend any particular

email provider . Some companies which provide email include: Yahoo

& Hotmail

Sport Clips - The largest supporter of Operation Uplink's Free Call Days will hold
their fifth annual campaign October 17th, 2011 thru November 13th, 2011Please con-
tact the Sport Clips in your area (link below) to see how you can help make this

year's campaign for VFW Operation Uplink a success!
http://www.sportclips.com/storelocator/

Department Convention 2012
Here's the link for reservations for Department Convention 2012.

http://www.radisson.com/reservation/resEntrance.do?

pacLink=Y &promoCode=AZVF12&hotelCode=AZMCDOWE

Our promotional code to enter is: AZVF12

Your room block is from June 6 through June 10. Your rates are
good
(3) days prior (June 3) and (3) day’s post (June 13) of your Room Block.
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VOTE this November!
Take credit for yourself, time
& miles in our Americanism

Program!

Do you have a Buddy Poppy
Campaign Planned? Proceeds
o0 to the Relief Fund! See
page 20 yellow section
(Booklet of Instructions) in
our Podium Book for what the
Relief Fund can be used for....

GO TEAM ARIZONA!




