HISTORIAN GUIDE 2010-2011 BY PAM SPENCER, LADIES AUXILIARY TO THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES, DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA HISTORIAN

Sisters:

I would like to thank our Department President, Pauline Servin, for having the confidence in me to appoint me as your Department Historian for 2010-2011.  It is truly an honor.  As you know, I was appointed Department Historian for the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 Ladies Auxiliary years but the appointments came immediately before our National Presidents’ visits due to the illnesses of our previously appointed Department Historians.  Therefore, this is my first year where I will be the Department Historian for the entire year.  Hopefully, the third time is a charm and Arizona can be 100% reported as far as our Historian year-end reports. 
Our National Historian for 2010-2011 is Director Kathryn Schreiber.  In her message that is contained in the 2010-2011 National Program Book Director Schreiber reminds us that a Historian is an individual who compiles and documents a chronological record of events:  a guardian of memories.  These memories in the form of a written narrative are physical reminders that we are Auxiliary Sisters who are “United by Love for our Veterans and Country”.  Director Schreiber also reminds us that as Auxiliary or District Historians we are responsible to keep a written report of the history of our Auxiliary or our District and submit a report at the end of the year to your President.  In Arizona you also submit your report to the Department Historian.  To cut down on our beginning of the year inundation of paper, I have not provided a copy of Director Schreiber’s article in the National Program Book with these materials as it pertains mostly to my duties regarding our National President’s visit.  Your President has a copy of Director Schreiber’s article in her National Program Book and I ask that your President share Director Schreiber’s article with you and everyone in your Auxiliary. 
I had quite a few Sisters approach me at Department Convention this year and share with me that they really did not know where to start with their Historian report nor did they really know how to complete their year-end report—that they did the best they could.  Sisters we need to change this.  I am here to help you and there are many other Sisters in your Auxiliary or in your District who have already been an Auxiliary Historian who would love to be asked to help you.  That is why we are called Sisters--because we work together to accomplish our goals.  Remember that there are so many Sisters that have come before us eager to help and the more we ask questions the more we learn.   Ask any past Department Officer and they will tell you I am always asking questions and learning from them.  You never will know everything and there are no bad questions.
As I’ve told you before, I have read all of our Ladies Auxiliary Department of Arizona Historian Books from 1931 to 2009 and it was like watching a movie on the history channel.  I felt the love emanating from our Department Historian books and I am very proud of all the Department of Arizona has accomplished throughout the years.
Auxiliary and District Historians, this is such a very important appointment by your individual Presidents.  If you do not at least write down the major highlights of this year, those events will be gone forever.  Your Historian report does not have to be perfect or long but you should try to cover the basic information for each event or function your Auxiliary and Post have this year, i.e. Who, What, When, Where, and Why.  
To make your job easier, you should read your year-end report right now and start your Historian report right away so that by March 2011 it will be complete.  This should be an ongoing thing because if you try to write down what happened in your Auxiliary in March 2011 you cannot do your Auxiliary justice.  Remember that your Historian report starts April 1, 2010 and ends March 31, 2011 so you already have information to cover in your report such as who was elected at your April Auxiliary meeting, who was elected for 2010-2011 officers for the Post, did your Auxiliary have a joint installation with the Post, did your Auxiliary or Post have a dinner, who was there, what did your Post and Auxiliary do for Memorial Day, what did your Post and Auxiliary do for Loyalty Day, who went to Department Convention, and did your Post and Auxiliary win any awards?  
Look around for you Auxiliary Historian Book and see what others have written in the Past.  If you do not have a Historian Book, start one.

As you cover the basic information of Who, What, When, Where and Why, keep in mind the National Programs that you are accomplishing.  It will make it easier to cover question number 1 on your year-end report which is a brief summary of the National Programs conducted by your Auxiliary.  The same holds true for question #2 on your year-end report; i.e. if you are keeping track of all the special occasions at your Post during the year that your Post sponsored and you are continuingly updating you Historian report you will easily be able to write a brief summary of the special occasions that were highlights at your Post or activities that your Post sponsored.  Question number 3 is self-explanatory in that we should try to get as many Auxiliaries as possible participating in our National President’s visit, with their flags for the Aisle of Flags.  Our National President will be visiting Arizona in January 2011.  Question number 4 is asking you to attach a copy of this year’s Historian Report, i.e. from April 1, 2010 through March 31, 2011.  Your Historian Report should not include photos—it is a written chronology of the events that occurred in your Auxiliary or District for this year; however, if you do not have a separate scrapbook chairman you should try to compile a pictorial scrapbook as a remembrance for your Auxiliary President.  I have included a few sample pages for your review at the end of this Guide.  These pages are only for example purposes.  You should use your creativity and have fun writing your Historian report for this year.  Keep in mind that when you finally add your report to your Auxiliary Historian Book that someone will be reading it many years from now and you want that person to know what your Post and Auxiliary accomplished for the year and how proud they are of their accomplishments.
We must strive to be 100% reported – it is so very important.  If we are, we can assure that our fellow Sisters, 80 or more years from now, will be able to sit down just like I did and laugh, cry and be proud of what we stand for and all we have accomplished for our veterans.  
Remember, I am only a phone call or email away if you need help.  Email is the best way to communicate with me because of my work schedule; however, if you don’t have email leave me a message on my home phone and I will return your call.  My contact information is email:  vfwlaw@comcast.net or phone:  520-682-2478.
SAMPLE

HISTORIAN REPORT FOR 2010-2011

LADIES AUXILIARY TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

POST ______________

April

Auxiliary Officers elected for the ensuing year are:



List



Post officers elected for the ensuing year are:



List

(This information is needed to complete your year-end report form).

May 6th
District Convention at VFW Post _____ – Those attending were our Commander, Kent Tall, President, Mary Poppins, Treasurer, Sally Bookman, Chaplain, Grace Amazing, and our Auxiliary Youth Activities Chairman, Fanny Fun.  District Post Elections were held and our Commander, Kent Tall, was elected Jr. Vice Commander.  Auxiliary District Elections were held and President, Mary Poppins was elected District Senior Vice President and Youth Activities Chairman, Fanny Fun was elected District Conductress

May 6th
Adopt a Roadway.  Members, Jack Sprat, Helen Sprat, Bob Cool, Kathy Short & Vicki Tall met at the post at 8:00 a.m. for the Adopt a Roadway program.

May 7th
Loyalty Day at Freedom Park.  In attendance were Kent Tall, Commander, Paul Fry, Sr. Vice Commander, Mary Poppins, President, Sally Bookman, Treasurer, Grace Amazing, Auxiliary Chaplain, and Members Ed Bookman, Katie Bookman, and Betsey Fry.  Also present was Betsy Fry’s sister and her brother in law who unselfishly helped our Post win the horseshoe tournament.  A good time was had by all and we are proud to announce that our Post won the horseshoe tournament again this year and are in possession of the plaque. 

May 12th
Joint Installation of Officers.  We were honored to have Billy Earrings, Past Department Commander and Chrissie Youth,  District 5 President install our officers for the ensuring year.  All Officers were duly installed and afterwards a Lasagna dinner was shared by all.

May 12th
Adopt a Roadway.  Members, Jack Sprat, Helen Sprat, Bob Cool, Kathy Short & Vicki Tall met at the post at 8:00 a.m. for the Adopt a Roadway program.

May 13th
Annual Free Mother’s Day Breakfast.  Present were Commander, Kent Tall, Sr. Vice Commander, Larry Cow, House Committee, Jack Sprat and James Mouse, Past Department Commander, Bill Shaggy and Men’s Auxiliary, Ron Dog.  We were proud to serve breakfast to 20 plus Post, Auxiliary and Community mothers.  It was a great turnout.
May 19th
Commander, Kent Tall, Sr. Vice Commander, Larry Cow, Members, Jim Trucker and Kevin Potty, President, Mary Poppins, Auxiliary Chaplain, Grace Amazing, and Member Karen Trucker attended the Memorial Service for Dan Eagle, Past District Commander.  Our Commander, Sr. Vice Commander and Jim Trucker participated in the 21 gun salute.  A luncheon was held afterward at Post _____ and was attended by all.  Our Auxiliary donated cookies, pie and donuts.  Our prayers are with Irene Eagle.

May 21st
Sr. Vice President, Georgia Nice, l year Trustee Joey Small and Men’s Auxiliary Member Steven Nice had a Buddy Poppy drive at Walmart.  It was a great day.   A report will follow at the Auxiliary meeting.

May 22nd
Commander Kent Tall, Chaplain, Jack Sprat, President, Mary Poppins, 2 Year Trustee Elect, Helen Sprat, and Auxiliary Member Jo Worker attended the Memorial Service for Auxiliary Member Betsy Fry.  Our prayers are with Sr. Vice Commander Elect Paul Fry.

28th
Our Ladies Auxiliary had a Memorial Service at our Post for Betsy Fry.  Those in attendance were Commander, Kent Tall Sr. Vice Commander, Larry Cow, Past Department May Commander, Bill Pill, Past Post Commander, Cliff Party, Sr. Vice Commander Elect, Paul Fry, Adopt a Unit Chairman, Bob Cool, Members, Jack Sprat, Jim Trucker, and Jack Furry, President, Mary Poppins, Sr. Vice President, Georgia Nice, Jr. Vice President, Anita Cow, Chaplain, Grace Amazing, Guard, Lynn Art, Chaplain Elect and Secretary Allison Bigg, Conductress Elect, Sharon Slosh, Treasurer Elect, Kim Cool, and Ladies Auxiliary Members, Autumn Cookie, Angel Baby, Helen Sprat, Karen Trucker, and Jo Worker.  Betsy’s two sisters were there along with her husband Paul and her daughter Christine.  Also present were Men’s Auxiliary Members, Ron Dog, Randy Hall, Steven Nice, and Joey Andy.  Of course we had many of the husbands and wives of our members in attendance also.  The ceremony was beautiful.  Auxiliary Member Angel Baby sang Amazing Grace and Hero. Betsey’s favorite song.  Our auxiliary members put on a great luncheon.  We were proud to see our Post, Ladies Auxiliary, and Men’s Auxiliary pull together the way they did.   

May 29th
9:00 a.m. Color Guard at Pichacho Cemetery.  Those in attendance were Commander, Kent Tall, Sr. Vice Commander, Larry Cow, Chaplain Elect, Jack Sprat, Past Commander, Cliff Party, Adopt a Unit Chairman, Bob Cool, Men’s Auxiliary, Ron Dog, and Member at Large, Phil Bird.  Post _____ posted the colors again this year.   The ceremony was beautiful. 

May 29th
1:30 p.m. Memorial Day Service at Post.  Those in attendance were Commander, Kent Small, Sr. Vice Commander, Larry Cow, Chaplain, Jack Sprat, Past Commander, Cliff Party, Officer of the Day, James Mouse, Adopt a Unit Chairman, Bob Cool, Post Members, Jim Trucker, Auxiliary President, Mary Poppins, Sr. Vice President, Georgia Nice, Jr. Vice President, Aneata Cow, Chaplain, Grace Amazing, Guard, Lynn Art, 1 Year Trustee, Roberta Moore and her husband Bob, Decorating Committee Chairman, Allison Bigg, Sr. Vice President Elect, Brenda Singer, Conductress Elect, Sharon Slosh, 2 Year Trustee Elect Helen Cow, Ladies Auxiliary Member Angel Baby, Men’s Auxiliary Members , Ron Dog, Randy Bath and his wife, Sherry, Steven Nice, new bartender, Heather Cup, bartender Kathy, and Friends of our Post, Glen, Evelyn, and Greg and Sharon Elu. What a turnout.  The ceremony was beautiful.  We had some members of the community come just to see the service.  There was so much food we could have handled another 25 people easily. 

May 31st
6:30 p.m. – Pack Boxes for Troops.  Present were Commander, Kent Tall, President, Mary Poppins, and Adopt a Unit Chairman, Bob Cool.  We shipped four boxes.  

June 14th
Thru

June 16th
STATE CONVENTION.   Those present were Commander, Kent Tall, President, Mary Poppins, Treasurer, Marge Bookman, Guard, Lynn Art, 3 Yr Trustee and Past Department Commander, Bill Shaggy, Patriotic Instructor, Claire Shaggy, 3 year Trustee, Brenda Singer, Decorating Chairman, Allison Bigg and future Men’s Auxiliary President, Ron Dog.  Our Auxiliary received the following awards:

Americanism-2nd Place-Chairman Mary Poppins
Buddy Poppy-lst Place-Chairmen Georgia Nice/Allison Bigg/Lynn Art
Cancer Aid & Research-2nd Place-Chairman Aneata Cow
Community Service-3rd Place-Chairman Brenda Singer
Special Award for Community Service Book-2nd Place-Chairman Brenda Singer
Historian-2nd Place-Chairman Mary Poppins
Hospital-3rd Place-Chairmen Gloria Dress/Fanny Fun
Award for 5 new members before 12/31/05-Mary Poppins
Patriotic Art/Voice of Democracy-2nd Place-Chairman Fanny Fun
Publicity-3rd Place-Chairmen Pam Spencer and Roberta Andy
State Scholarship-lst Place-Chairmen Marge Bookman and Katie Bookman
VFW National Home for Children-1st Place-Chairman Grace Amazing
VFW/PAC-1st Place-Chairmen Marge Bookman and Katie Bookman
Youth Activities and Patriot’s Pen-1st Place-Chairmen Don Peet/Fanny Fun/Georgia Nice
The Post and its Auxiliaries were very proud.  Allison Bigg and Lynn Art entered a beautiful Buddy Poppy Display.  Although our Auxiliary didn’t win, we all thought we should have.  The amount of work that went into it was commendable and we were all proud to have Allison and Lyn represent us. These accomplishments could not have happened without the support of the many volunteers.
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