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Voice of Democracy

2010/2011 Theme: “Does My Generation Have a Role in America’s Future?”

“Does my generation have a role in America’s future?” The obvious response is that we are the future of America. After all, it’s a biological fact. When our parents are gone, we will be left to carry on the American dream, molding our country to the interests and desires of a new generation. My concern is that we will be too quick to take the lead without considering the direction we are actually headed. 

Living in the United States is a luxury. Simply having access to clean, running water makes us better off than most of the world’s population. However, I feel that America’s prosperity has allowed much of my generation to rely on the efforts of those prior. We were born into a world of advanced technology, a digital generation. What we must realize is that the activities we consider mundane – from driving a car to web conferencing – are the result of countless years of creativity and perseverance on the part of previous innovators. 

In many ways, we are not as prepared to be effective adults as were the young people of earlier generations.  Even the point at which we enter adulthood is ambiguous. Alex and Brett Harris, authors of the book, Do Hard Things, refer to this as the “myth of adolescence” (26). Unlike other cultures, there is no specific ceremony in the lives of most young Americans to show that we have become adults. Left in limbo between the dependent status of children and the independent status of adults, many of us presume that no definite responsibilities exist for us – at least until later in our lives.

To make a positive contribution to America’s future, my generation must redefine the standards that society has come to expect of us. Since childhood, we have been fed the notion that all that matters is that we try, but this has become an excuse not to strive for excellence. We have often settled into complacency, assuming that someone else will complete the difficult tasks; someone else will make the necessary sacrifices. 

I am inspired and challenged by young people who have surpassed cultural expectations. Nineteen year old Zach Hunter, whose ambition is to end modern-day slavery, began the program Loose Change to Loosen Chains at age twelve. He has made numerous television appearances, authored three books, and serves as a global spokesperson for social justice organizations. Hunter demonstrates that with diligence and passion, each of us is capable of accomplishing great things.

If we will make use of the blessings we’ve inherited, we have the potential to achieve improvements in America and the world. Like Hunter, we should set towering goals to match the skyscrapers of the innovators before us, preparing for a life of significance. We must appreciate the freedoms we have as citizens of the United States – freedoms that we often take for granted.

Last summer, I traveled with Student Leadership University to Normandy, France. We stood on Omaha Beach, where thousands of American soldiers gave their lives to liberate the people of France on June 6th, 1944. How humbled I was to consider that many of these soldiers were my age, some even younger. For those young men, there was no question whether or not they were ready to fulfill the duties of a soldier. They prepared for their mission and were willing to give up everything. When called upon to serve their country, they rose to the occasion with courage.


In the center of the memorial at Normandy Cemetery, is a sculpture titled “The Spirit of the American Youth Rising from the Waves.” With arms raised triumphantly toward the sky, the figure symbolizes the valor of young people who made the ultimate sacrifice on D-Day. We were given the honor of laying a wreath at the base of this sculpture. Dr. Jay Strack then gave an address to our group. I will always remember his words: “While you may not be called to die for your nation,” he said, “you are all called to live for your nation.”

I hope that the impact my generation has on America’s future will be the continued pursuit of excellence and truth.
Thank you, and thank you, veterans.
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