Preserving our Founding Fathers’ Work

          Paul Revere, George Washington, James Madison, and Benjamin Franklin are remembered as some of our country’s greatest Patriots. They were Patriots because they risked their lives, founded a new type of government, and became models for future Americans.  Patriotism was essential for our country’s establishment. But does Patriotism still matter today? What is Patriotism, anyway? Webster’s 1828 Dictionary partly defines Patriotism as the love of one’s country, defending one’s country from invasion, or protecting its rights and maintaining its laws and institutions.

In the first part of the definition, it says “The love of one’s country”. Why does loving our country matter? It matters, because we will want to take care of it. If we do not love our country, we won’t take care of it, and we would let it become corrupt. It would be a shame to allow our country to become corrupt, because of all the sacrifices our Forefathers made. Because of these things, loving our country is Patriotic.

In the second part, it states: “defending one’s country from invasion”. Our military is working hard overseas to take on the enemy. They are great Patriots, who are sacrificing their lives to maintain our freedom. We are also being Patriots when we support our soldiers by sending care packages and praying for them.

“Protecting its rights and maintaining its laws and institutions” is the third part. Even though someone is not working in the government, they can still protect our rights, laws, and institutions by exercising their right to vote.  Although I am too young to vote, I have volunteered in a political campaign.  I spent hours with my Dad braving the heat, visiting houses, and talking to the residents about the candidates. I also volunteered to work at the phone bank, calling people, asking them questions and giving them information.

Patriotism is a characteristic of a good citizen. A good citizen will love their country.  They will go out to fight or support those who are defending our country from the enemy.  Or, they will work to preserve the government our Founding Fathers worked so hard to establish, by running for an office, walking precincts, or making phone calls for candidates.  Patriotism definitely still matters today.
